
 

  
 

Text: Hebrews 11:8-12 

Title: Walking by Faith, Not by Sight, Pt. I 

2 requirements 

I. FAITH THAT LEAVES FOR AN UNKNOWN CITY   8-10  
 A. ITS DEPARTURE FOR THAT CITY      8 
It Was Prompt– immediately, no questions asked, no guarantees sought; immediate obedience characterizes Abraham’s life: Gen 17:9-

14 with v. 23; 21:8-13 with v. 14; 22:1-2 with v. 3.   It Was Purposeful– to receive as an inheritance, Not in 12:1-3 but clearly implied from 

15:7; 22:17; 28:4; etc.   It Was Profound- “Let goods and kindred go; this mortal life also..” to an unrevealed, unspecified, undisclosed 

place.  He heard God’s word, hid it in his heart and heeded it. 

  
 B. ITS DWELLING IN THAT CITY      9 
Its Classification– live = live temporarily, sojourn, Lk 24:18; Ex 6:4; foreign = not his own, Heb 9:25; both words in Acts 7:6 

Its Categorization– land of promise, Gen 12:7; 13:15; 17:8; etc.  Its Custom– in tents=migratory existent; temporary and transient; no 

secure foundation.  Its Company– these 3 generations cover the entire period of sojourn in Canaan; see Rom 8:17; Gal 3:29; Eph 3:6.   

Its Conflict– Lord God has promised them this land but they were living as foreigners, sojourners.  Not until they entered it under 

Joshua’s leadership were they able to claim it as their possession, but even then it was not permanent   
  
 C. ITS DESIRE FOR THAT CITY      10 

Its Eagerness– continuous, patient, relentless expectation.  Its Extensiveness– foundations =contrast with tents emphasizing focus on 

a different city, a heavenly city, faith extending beyond sight, Rev 21:14, 19.  Its Excellence– designer= skilled craftsmen, Acts 19:24; 

builder = architect, artisan.  Knew his earthly dwelling could not compare with the excellent city of the living God, Heb 12:22, to which 

all believers would come to receive the fullness of their inheritance.  Not seeking relief from the burdens of transience, the 

encumbrances of temporariness but security of transcendence 

  

II. FAITH THAT LEANS ON AN UNBREAKABLE COMMITMENT   11-12 
 A. TO ACHIEVE THE INCONCEIVABLE     11 

The Greatness of the Challenge– a great problem.  Sarah or Abraham the subject?  If Sarah, then she was given power to conceive.  

However, God’s covenant promises for descents made to Abraham and phrase, technical phrase to conceive/deposit/lay down seed 

used of male’s role in procreation process.   If Abraham, then “Sarah, even when she was past the age” is parenthetical.  Thus, “By 

faith, he [Abraham] also, together with barren Sarah, received power to beget.…”  (PNTC).  Emphasis= both were incapable of 
producing but by faith ...  Gen 17:50-22; 18:9-15; The Ground of His Confidence– beautifully summarized in Rom 4:16-21   

  
 B. TO ACCOMPLISH THE IMPOSSIBLE     12A 
A benign hyperbole.  See Rom 4:19 

  
 C. TO ATTAIN THE INNUMERABLE      12B  
See Gen 22:17; 32:12.  Ultimately fulfilled in Christ, Gal 3:6-14 and 16-20 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


